Its My Chorce:
Who, gf When to Marry
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| WAS RAISED Tv ALWAYS OREY

AND To NEVER QUESTION THE
‘FAMILY DECISIOoN!

| TRUSTED THAT MY PARENTS
ALWAYS WANTED WHAT waS
BEST FoR. ME.




| BAD BEEN TOLD FRoM A YPuN& AGE  BY MY CoMMUNITY THAT MY PARENTS

WOULY BE \NVOLWED I[N CMO0SING WHOM | MARRVED | BYT | EXPECTED To

HANE SOME SAY IN THE MATTER.

WHEN | WAS 19 KND IN MY LAST YEAR oF

MU Snbo L, MY PARENTS INFORMED ME

THAT | HAD REACIED TRE RIGHT AGE TORL
MARR 1 A4E.

THROUSH AN AMNTIE IN DUR CommUN(TY,
T™EY FOUND A SWITABLE MATCH.

SWITABLE

A SUITABLE MATCH MEANT THAT THEY HAD found A FAMILY wiTH A SoN WHO
WAS FROM THE SAME FAITH AND CULTURAL BACK GROUND AS 6UR FAMILY,

Ul SW\TARLE

SUITABLE :




His name is Sam. He's an
enginees and he lives in
Ch(co\ao.

"He comes from o gooc\ -Famify and
Sabrina Auntie said that he's a nice
r(s?ec\’nkle boy . .

)

| am f\o'\' if\)rue&eal in gd‘h’f\g married
rig\f\‘\' now- | have Yo finish }\iakso\f\oo\
and q° to W\NersH—\/.
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Mq(jo\, the anranjemen“’s have
begun. Sam and s parents
will visi+ us next weekend .
We have decided it +his way !

M&‘[ba we. can '\’m\k aboul this in « ?ew
Years affer | Sej' my ur\ivz/s‘nL\? JED(ee.

His parents oagree fat Hhe
wedding should take Flo\ce,
this Summec

l've a\ijs liskened +o
ane| rpected \/o»\‘. why
can’t you undesstan d that
| am Aot f?-aolt) Yo t:)d’
mavrr19d )’@+ )

what's doe is done .
In time you Wl see

this is right.




‘\10\1\ con't force me to do this!l
STms ISN'T INDIA 11t

4

We've Sacﬁ"{:iceo\ So
much for you and
youwr bother. Why
can'¥ you do
Hnis bor ug?

Don't disgrace
ws like Avi.

MY BRoTHER AVI 1S Y YEARS OLDER THAN ME.

WHENS HE WAS IN UNIVERS|TY, € MovED ouT

OF THE House AND RE4AN LWWVING wiTH HIS
THEN - SECRET QIRLFRIEND.

MY PARENTS WERE MORTIFIED AND CoMPLETELY DEVASTATED. AFTER AL
0F THAT WENT DoWN , THE L MITED FREEDOIMS THAT ) fAD CARVED ouT
FOR MYSELF WERE SLowlLY TAKEN AWKT.

PARANDID AND SuSPiCI0US,
MY PARENTS MoNIToRED
MY ACTIVITIES LIKE THEY
WERE HiGH RANKING

OFFICI ALS IN THE CLA-

THEY FoLLowED Mg To SCREENED MY PHoNE




READ MY EMAILS; SoINED FACEBook THREW AWAY CLoTHES THEY
AND " FRIENDED ME , DISAPPROVED  OF

AND For BID ME FROM

JAY

SAY This (S & TALKING To BoYS.
pickue of A b r:’“’" Here are the notes

& Mom Yo i . &

Mom: Who is Thi .

boy Mayat o

IN THEIR. EXES, AVi HAD BROWGHT SHAME UPON 0uR FAMILY AND |,
MEIR PERFECT DAUCHTER , WOULD REDEEM THEM.

-

J
>~

i

‘unnn.,’

',‘--'lllll‘\““‘

“

AS FAR AS THEX WERE (CoNCERNED
MY FATE WAS SEALED AND THE KNoT
WAS TiED.




MY BEST FRIEND IN THE WHolLe WoRrlLD |s RITA. WE WALKED To
SCtool ToGETHER. ENERY MoRNING AND TALKED ABOUT EVERYTHING.

O MY Gob! My pacents are so
crazy ! Last night they said
Yot they picked out my
fukure husbang !

ARe, yoy SERIOUS 7! No Waacoay, "
PIU\S@ tell me yowre Jok‘m% L

Sabrina Auntie. knows
a family in Chic:xﬂo
With o Son...

YowRE SER10US'
But what about
Um'(versi-k)? You've

: Q\r(’o«d\/ aFFliea(...

ﬂ\e quy and his ymm'\\g are
Coming o Visit nexty weekend.
Don't tell the othecs okay, | need

ime, 1o fiqure this out.
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Maya's parents..

oT MUcH.

B[ Doyou quys
¢ lwant Yo=study”

2

| can'¥ have anyone over\
this weekend, my Mom
Cqm3k+ me +m\k(n_5 4o KO\! on
the computec and +old my
Pad . He hﬂ’o\\ly ﬂi‘;Pec( out.
wer

"STUDN" IS CoDE FoR GOIG To

KARINE'S HOUSE WHEN HER

PARENTS WoORK LATE, To HANG
ouT.

Shut up

Oh my aod
Shaun 'l

NEXT WEEKEND]

’

b

THE FolLLow ing WEEKEND MY PROSPECTIVE AUTURE HUSBAND AND
IN- LAWS CAME To TORoNTO o MEET OuRk FAMILY.

— ]
| ——
e ——




MY BROTHER AVI WAS forCED To
CoME OVER . HE SHOWED UP LATE

THE WHOLE SITUATION WAS AWKWARD
AND ) WAS SICK To MY STOMACH .

: (

\& \

Maya., wh@% T
A\ A You? | @

/)

First you <erve his
father then your
father then his mother.

AS 1 WAS PREPARING THE TEA AND
SNACKS | OVERHEARD MY PARENTS
l&THg LIVING Roo™M SAYING :

Maya is o
o vecr 0od
A sif\y' rsespec’(?u\,
Ob?chE/\"' and

W\) celigjous.

BEFORE SAM AND HiS FAMILY HAD ARRIVED, MY MoM HAD LECTYRED ME

0N How To PREFARE THE TEA AND WHICH MEMBER OF WHICH FAMILY
4ETs SERVED FirST.

She won't cause any

ploblems in your family.
We agree that she should
mary Your Son. [he
Soor\(’.rl the Eeﬂ'ef

Nes, we agree .
e sooner, the




| FELT BETRAYED AND HURT. How
Coulp MY PARENTS Do THIS To ME?

\ REMEMBRERED A TIME WHEN | HAD BEEN SWIMMING IN LAKE
ONTARIO AND HAD ALMiST DROWNED. THE PRESSURE oF THE WATER ON
MY CHEST MADE ME FEEL LKE MY HEART WAS GOING To EXPLODE.

MY DAD Could> BARELY SWIM, BuT HE SuMPED IN AnD RESCUED ME. |

CougreDd Ut A LITRE oF WATER THXT DAY AND HE STAYED Wi ME To
MAKE SURE | WAS OKAY.

,///
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How could he have saved
me then, but be ?\Aﬂ\it\g
mwy head under now?

They are )m\\(irxg like |
am seme Kind of prized
cattle af an auction.

THAT NI6HT, AFTER SAM'S FAMILY Had LEPT,
THINGS GoT U4LY.

Mom, Dad | don"t want +o
Marry Sam. He is at least
10 years older than me!

| want Yo go o yniversity.1'l]
get married after | ﬁmdm%e,
and have a desree.

e ——e——

Sam has aqreed Prat
You can confinue your
stadies in CkiCAso . He
i5 such a nice, youn

man. You ace lucky we
found Someone like him.

Can't you see that
you are making your
father and | miserable 7
What have we done Yo

| don't Wa/\+ +o g0 *o deserve such oo

Sc}\aol in C\'\(CASD Ul d\\'sres?ec‘\'-(‘ul and
Waat Yo Stay here disobedient dmughfef?.

and s‘rv\o{y-




\ want Yo choose The person 1
marry . | can'¥ macry a strangec!

What £ he's a fotal creeF?!/

Your mother and | never met each
other until +he day oEourweddmj.
Our pareats chose for us, we had no
Sm\} in the maftec. :

Maya,
you ‘will
Ma (i f\}

Nou are NoT lism‘mg Yo me ! This
isn'Y Indi, nor is it |93 AND
you wan't moke me do this !t

We wWon'Y consider you our
olo\.ugh%ef anymore . You wont o brin
more shame 4o Your {ather and 1?
Nouw afe So unﬂradeﬁﬂ and selfish,

'A\I(Sf like your brother.

You should thark us for losking
alter you . In fime you will see

Hot this is the Dest thing for
QVU\TGne. Now a0 Yo your rfoom.

ENOUGH ! “The decision has been

Mmade - |4 you don't Want o marry
Sau\r\) You can pack your *H\'V\js and
\eave this house

MY PARENTS ON
MEIR WEDING

11
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| HAD NEVER SKIPPED
School BEToRE. |
NEEDED SomE TIME To

i‘ 0 CLEPR MY HEAD AVD THAk.

ON MONDAY MORNING | CALWLED MY ScHool
PRETENDING To BE MY MOM.

Maya is very
Sick,she can't
Come, Yo schop |

THAT AFTERNOON |

SAT BY THE RIWER AND THoUWsHT AsoUT
AL OF MY OPTIONS | THoUGHT ABouT MY PARENTS DisSoWNNg ME
AND MY  COMMUNITY RETECTING ME , | THOUGHT ARUT MY FUTURE
AND WHAT IT WoULD BE LKE To BE MARRIED AND HAVE kibs. |
THOWGHT ABOWT ENDING IT ALL 0R RUNNING AWAY, BUT MoSTLY |
SAT GUIETLY AND WATCHED THE WATER GO BY WHILE | e,R;EvED
THE LIFE | HAb DR‘EAM’T for MYSELF y




I MADE Up MY MIND ARoUWT WHAT |
wouLbd Do.

Can we Med’
up oftesr School”
\ need to

| MET UP WITH RUTA AND SHAUN APTER
ScHooL AT A LoCAL (oFfee SHop.

He7 szja, why weren't you ot

Scheol  Today?
‘r\ar pAENTS afe M““&"‘ﬂ her o@
Yo some quy in Ghicaqo .

No, ifs okay. [t's good o hear
\ am not the m\\a one.

1¢ there mlﬁ'k}ng
wWe can do?

Could | 3ive \you Some cash and spare
clothes +o hold onte for me ? In cage |
need +o get them later?

That is so messed up(. You Know how
karine's sister, sheila, wag Yaken 4o
Pakistan on & supposed vacation 7 Her
PmFG/V\‘\'S %orced her “+o Mal‘fg Some.
guy from +heir old fown . She never
came bak. karine is Feaked out

that its go\hg% }\a?fen +o her tvo.

Shaun, this
sn't he\P'\/\jv-

Neah +o+ql[5, Maga. Don't

wory Your parents will come
around .

| veally hope your parents back off

and don't force You o do this.

13
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JUuLY 2010

IN THE SuMMER OF THAT YEAR| ON A HOT SUNNY DAY, SAM AND|
WERE WED IN A RELIGQIOMS CEREMONY IN A Big HALL ON THE
OUTSKIRTS OF TURONTD.

| LATER FOUND ouT -THAT SAM HAD A
GIRLFRIEND IN CHICAGD, WHICH IS
WHY HiS PARENTS WERg So ANXouS
PR HiM To MARRY SomeeNE IN

HIS FATHER THREATENED To DiSown
HiM AND DWVoRCE HIS MOTHER YNLESS

SAM MARRIED A §iRL T™HAT HE
APPROVE D OF. SAM WAS TERRIRED

AND AGREED To S TAHER'S DEMANDS.




IN THE END IT TURNED oUT TRAT SAM AND | WERE CUT FRoM THE

SAME CLOTH. WE WERE RoTH TERRIFIED OF LoSING OUR FAMILIES
AND WANTED To PLEASE THEM EVEN IF IT MEANT qVING Up THE
MINGS WE WANTED For 0URSELVES.

WE WERE NUMB, ISOLATED AND AFRALD.
IS WAS THE FounDKTION ThAT WeE™
WERE EXPECTED T0 BMILD 0UR LIVES UPoN .

THE WORST DAY OF 0UR LWVES WAS
THE DAY WE 0T MARRIED.

B
A

s /\
N/, Nl
K,‘A.\%.\.Aea}
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MY PARENTS AND OLDER SISTER SHEILA
WENT To PAK)STAN TWo SUMMERS A40
FOR A PAMILY WEDDING. MY SISTER.
NEVER RETURNED To CANADA FRoM

| AM FREAKED OUY THE saAME
THING MIGHT HAPPEN To ME-

MY PARENTS ARE FRoM A SMaLL TowN
IN PAKISTAN. THEY CAME To CANADA IN
THE |970s. MY MoTHER's BROTHER RoY
WAS ALREADY SETILED IN TORONTO WiTH
KIS FAMILY AND ENCOURAGED THEM To
IMM|GRATE.

HE ToLD THEM 1T WAS AN ETHNIC-
ALLY DIVERSE cITY WHERE THEY
CoUlLD FIND I0RS AND PRACTICE
TREIR TATTH (N AN ESTABLISHED

COMMUNITY,

17
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DESP|TE BEING BORN IN CANADA,

DUR YARENTS INSISTED THAT WE

WouLD BE PAKISTAN| FIRST AND
CANADIAN SECOND.

SHEILA WAS ALWAYS GETTING INTO
TROUBLE AND MY PARENTS FAVORITE
THREAT WAS To TEUL HER THEY
WouLD SEND HER ‘BACK HOME'!

I's notdecent for o \youn
airl Yobe out alone ‘.\1‘\'#@
zar®* of Yhe household
\ives in ~+he dm&gHﬂ‘S
+he house !

| want Yo become a
hirstylist, full-+me.

You want 4o et haicare
you an idiot 7' NO dauqhter
of mine will cut hair—to

Mc\ke her \iv\'nsl.ﬂ.

-2

AS WE Q0T OLDER THE FIGHTS BE-
TweeN MY SISTER AND MY PARENTS
ESCALATED. THEY FOUGHT AL THE
TIME ABUT EVERCTHING AND ANY-
™ING © MAkE-UP, ALSTHES, BoXS, THE
MALL MONEX, TV, MUS(C,CULFEW AND




SHEILA DIDN'T WANT 1o GO To UNIVERSITY
AND CoNSERUENILY 0UR HOUSE RecAME A

WAR ZoNE.

You are disqusting, caming
around in Yhose cothes and
Wealing -\-hod")unk o your
face.

You bring so mich shame

1o our fomily . what will our
people think , huh?! We-

on Packk home,
and mary You off Ao a oy
Hom our fowre - Thet wif|
keeP \ou under control.

should send

Shg AND [ ALWAXS TRIED
To PROTECT HER.

Leave, \\effﬂtme\ ~

b Why is our family 5o screwed
up?l | wish | had been born
info o d; feren -{hmilg.

THE SulX APTER SHE TYRNED 18 MY PARentS

ToLD SHEILA “THEY WoulD RE TAKING HER TO

PAKISTAN 0 ATEND A CouSiN'S WEbPIN &.

SHE INSTINCTIVELY KNEW SoMETHING WAS
UP AND REFWSED To GO-

MY PARENTS ENLISTED THE HEWP
OF ROY UNCLE, HIS WIFE AND uR
COUS (N NINA “To HELP THEM|
CARRRY ou T *meua‘ PLAN.

Nk ,

19
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SHEILA WAS ADAMANT “THAT SHE Woulbd NoT They LEFT for PAKISAN ONE
GO. [N PROTEST SHE SOPPED EATING AND RAN WEEK LATER.
AWAY FRoM HOME . SHE WAS ONLY GQONE ONE :
NlaHT BEFORE ROY UNCLE BROUGHT HER BAK.

W

‘@4
.0%3@ ‘I\{‘\‘\A\N \
=

ST
T
‘!:‘4 vl

LATER, MY CousIN N{NA TOLD ME THAT

SHEILA WA'S CoNFINE D To THE HOUSE oF

A RELKTIVE AND WAS FrRCED T0 MARRY
At MAN FROM THE VILLAGE.

SHE CRIED THROUGH THE WHOLE CEREMONY.




MY PARENTS CAME BACK FeoMm PAKSTAN Now
N AMQUST WITHOUT SHEWLA. THEYNEVER

TALKED ABOUT WHAT H A;D.
i ®

What will become of 3ou\
inYhis country? Girls here.

are ‘oo modern. Theydont
have the proper Vad.ue_s./

WHEN | TURNED B MY PARENTS STARTED To Discuss MY FUTURE AND
REPEATEDL( SAID THAT | WAS RECOMING Too ‘WESTERNIZED. | HAD BeenN
SECRETLY DATING MY RIXFR\END KAL YorR oNE NearR KT THAT PoinT AND
THEY WERE STARTING TO CATCH ON, AN RANTY ToLD THEM THAT SHE HAD

seenN KAL AND | AT THE MALL HoLDING HANDS, \:‘

You ofe always talking on
ne phone. Wele Jou venlly
holding hands in-the mall

P Wit —hat boy’We
showld end Yo

back. home , just
\ike Sheila.

You 30 out Yoo much! You Sty
owt o0 \a\-\_e ‘.;r\]ho are
Jou g«:m&wﬁh.wr\;{e

ale Jon %oiv\g--

21



| WAS GETTING INCREASINGLY | REACHED OWT 10 SHAUN.

WorR\ED THAT | WoULD SuFFER THE _ L/
SAME FATE AS SHEILA [F | BIDN't :
bo SoMETHING IMMEDIKTELY -

KaziNg - \Hhink my parents
are 9sing o ’h‘g 4 take
me Yo Pakistan' | am

really freaked ouwt,whal

22

should

| do?
SHAUN = OMG 'L Mayb
QL to the Juida
counselor o school?

u.

et

| TALKED To A GUIbANCE

CoUNSELLR ATOUR HisH

ScHool AND ToLb HER MY

SToRY. SHE REFERREVME TO

A LegAL CUNIC THAT DeALs

WITH CASES oF TORCED MARRIPGE.
\

rights violation

LEgAL CLINICJ Forced Marfinge
law 1o which Conedes {S on

—A signatocy. This means Hhat your
% i

pavents “can't force you into f
o Morinae N Canoden o y

i Babroad and you

e rialvt to dhoose i when

Con s-h’hlres o V\m

under infernational

Leoali have &

EXIT 15 REQUIRED AND Y0W NEED 0 (LAVE YOUR FAMILY HIME AT A MOMENTS
Nﬂ\cé \ \NO\ALD AD\/\Sg YOK,{ o CONS \DER m’Na THE FOLLDWINQ W‘N%S "

OPEN A PERSONAL
BANI ACCOUNT

LEAVE A CoPX OF Your
PASSTORT, SOCIAL INSURMNE
NUMBER. AND BiRTH
CERMFICATE WITH A
TRUSTED PFKSON}

FASS por »
: Fasse Po&?‘ /4

SET ASIDE CLoTHING AND
SPARE CASH WITR A

CARRY hHEP LINE
TELEPHONE  NUMBERS
WHEREVER Nou o,

RGEN_PHoNeH's
ARAN - Wlb-55%- 3000
RiTA - 643-555 - 480
pionbouR - 46-555-1I
ccyoo L+ 46 ~555-olol
L AL LN 6-55-120
A"SNTAL,- all 4
L eocice : a1l |




RAVE A CALLING CARD ANp[or | CARRY ENOWGH CASH T

CARRY ENOUGH CHANGE To

Mk AN EMERGENCY THONE
CALL )

CALL A CAB AT A MIMENTS | TRANSPORTATION AND ACCOMMobAioN

ARRANGE ToR- ALTERN KT

\ am also qoing o refer You o o social
worker . 4hey will falic with You and help
you deal with Some of the g
emotions you might be )
experiencing Suon as kear, .

anxiety , on
SrAness.

The loawyer Said i things

get (eally bad At home and My povents
fry Ao bore e into o~ marringe

| need 4o have & safety "
\an. Can you hele me? & -

AS THE WEEKS WENT BY, MY PARENTS
WERE BecomiNG INCREASINGLY MoRE
CONTROLLING - THEY WOULbN'T LeTME
TALK ON THE PHoneE AND THEY WoulNT
LET ME LEAVE THE HOUSE UNLESS 3AG

T\ AcconeAN e ME .y Ik

(o

AS A RESULT KAL AnND | STARTED

FlaHT ING MoRE AND CoMMUNICATING

LESS AND OUR RELATIONSHIP FeLL.
APART - Y

23
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s Summer we will all 90 o

(T3

FeigNED EXATEMENT AND
STARTED To STRATE4IZE AN
ALTERNKTE TLAN .

A WEEK BEFORE WE WERE
SCHEDULED To LEAVE ...

o tome see him the da
we are \aving for Pakistan.
te wants 4o diseuss FO.{'M‘H"\
gcholarships for \MiVUS\Jrj~

M\1 Frmc'\Fa\ acked me

w will ov\\y folkz an honr
taN | 307.

MY PARENTS AGReED To

LET ME qo. | KNgw THAT

THEY WouLD WANT o

KNow  How Muck moneY
| could geT .

e 7
. . MegeT SHAUN To Pickc UPMY
== 0 STASHED CASH AND SUITCASE .
————-——\* THEN THEY DROPPED ME oFF

SKG WAS IN 6N MY PLAN
AND WENT WITH ME TO

AT THE BUS STATION AND WE

j Gug 9 with your sister.
Roy Undle will pick Yo

" bolih up from school and
Arive You straight o the
airport. \We will meet

you -there.

SAID qoobBYE.

| BohRpED AN £Xppess Bus For MONTREAL . | DIDN'T kwow 4 SouL IN QUEBEC,
BAT SHAUN HAD ARRANGED FoR ME T2 STAY WITH HIS FRIEND ASH.




ShAuN “ToLD AsH AgouT MY
SITUATIon AND HE SALD He woyulb

/

I TOBE I Y
ggggguouoogm o

HEWP ME GeT SETTLED IN MINTREAL.

| ARR\WED IN MonNTREAL [N THE
EVENING - [T WAS A HoT SWMMER
NIGHT AND THERE WERE S MANY
CHARALTERS HANGQING ARouND THE

b

THE ENT\RE BuS RIDE | FELT Slck

To MY STOMACH . [ WAS OVERCOME

WITH PARANDIA AND | KEPT Looking

SVER MY SHOULPER To SEE \F |

REcogN 1 ZED ANYONE MY PARENTS
MIGHT Know.

ALL OF [T ScARED ME AND | WASSICK
WITH WoRRY AND AR - | HAD NEVER
BEEN So FAR fRom HoMme  on MY ownl
BeFoRE . A MOWNG MAN APPRo ACHED ME...

Wi My Name is Agh,
You mugt be Karine

He Took MY Suitease AND WE WALED
70 H1S APARTMENT IN THE OUTREMON T

“THAT WAS TAE FIRST DAY oF THE ®EST
oF MY UFE. THE HelP THAT | qof FRov
FRIENDS , THE LBGAL CLINIC , Coul NSELLoRS
AND Socr AL WIRKIZRS SuPPORTED ME-TD

MAKE THE BESt DECISION FoR MYSELF.

S W

k. et L A ol
O F Uiew Hishfy Boolimnsks

Deav fmg
| am sale and Sound and am don
well- | have an apartaent and eves
fownd o job- | am opplying for-
univessidy ke Fall Thafs all (o
g for” a0 Thope yon ore well
liftie brotnec. Miss o p my love, I8
Karine

2
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ASH AND | HAD BECeME GoodD FRIENDS. AFTER

MoVING To MONTREAL AND GETTING SETTLED,

L STARTED DoING COMMUNITY WORK. ON THE °

SUWE oF PRCED MARRIAGE. | WAS DoCUMENTING

CASE STUDIES AND ACED ASH |F HE woulD SHARE
HIS SToRY.

So tell me what MFPeAed
with you, | am aping to
fecord our comersation,

it you don't mind.

| WAS BoRN IN SRI LANKA AND GREW UP THERE UNTIL
| WAS I, MY PARENTS THoWGHT | would HAVE MORE
OPPRTUNITIES ABRoAD AND SENT ME To LIVE N

ENGLAND WITH MY AUNT AND UNCLE , WHICH WAS HARD
FoR ME. | WAS REALLY CLoSE To MY MoTHER AND FATHER.

| REALLY MISSED MY HOME.

27
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ONCE | Q0T WSED To T, | LikeD LWVING | AM AN ONLY CHILD AND MY PARENTS WERENT]
IN ENGLAND. | WAS A SENS(TIVE BoY WEALTHY . [T WAS A Biq DEAL. To THEM
AND MY AUNT AND UNCLE WERE B6TH AHAT | GET AN EDUCATION. | WAS THE
VERY LoVING AND SupporT\VE .- THEY HAD
NO CRILDREN of THE|R OWN.

FIRST ONE IN MY FAMILYTo ATTEND A UNIVERSTTY,

AFTER | WAS DONE School |DIDN'T WANT To STAY (N ENALAND OR Go BACK HeME So
| LookED FOR 50BS |N NoRTH AMERICA . ALTHoueH | LoveD THEM VERY MUCH, |
NEEDED To HAVE SOME PHYSICAL. DISTANCE FRoM MY FAMILY. LuckilY | 40T A JoB

(5 OFFER  IN MONTREAL . ;0 n%a:; 3

L1ALLL)

2 0 ERis

] & WHEN | WAS STILL INENGQLAND | TDLD

why did you need hs o Teenager, | staried MY AUNT THAT | THOUGHT | MIGHT BE

distance Fromthem? JR o Qfﬂﬁj“%ﬁi’fh” GAY AND To MY SURPR\SE SHE WAS
uisirdits e UNDERSTANDING . SHE ENCOURAGED ME

and | Wanted +o explore.
+hose \,:ee\ir\gs on Ivf\/ BWN To MVE To NoRTH AMERICA. 2he) /‘O*,
Ferms. gt ¥ MITHS




th’\‘ Mmale

| MOVED To MONTREAL .
more ot home ?

1 WAS LoNeLY AT FIRST,
BuUT AS TIME WENT ON
| STARTED To fEL MoRE
CoMPORTABLE.

1% —Geel

MEETING PEOPLE LIKE ME,
ESYEC|ALLY OTHER SoUTH ASIANS.

| BECAME PART ¢F A CoMMun TY.

| EVEN SoINED A LGBTQ* BASKET-

BALL LEAQUE AT THE LocAL.
CoMMUNITY CENTRE .

*¥LGBTQ — LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL,
TRANS GENDE RED, QUEER.

| ALWAYS KNEW THAT | WAS ATIRACTED
TO MEN, BAT NEVER REALY THoUgHT
ABOUT WHAT “THAT MEANT. | HAD ALWAYS
ASSUMED THAT WHEN | gREW LP | would
MARRY A NICE §IRL AND MAYRE E/eN
ReTueN -0 SR\ LANKA HAVE A FamiLy
AND -TAKE CARE OF MY PARENTS.

29
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HoWEVER , ONCE | MoVED TO CANADA, |
STARTED To EXCLMSIVELY DATE MEN AND |
COULDN'T IMAGINE_BEING WiTH A WoMAN .

-

bid you hink q\:ou’{"

telling Your paents.
m Yhot you were gag?

&y

=)
b A3

| NEVER TALKED To MY PARENTS ABoMT LovE,
DATING OR SEXUALITY . | DIDN'T TelL THEM
ANYTHING ABOWT THAT PART 0F MY L|FE.

| KEPT MY SociAL LIFE VERY SEPARATE FRoM

MY FAMILY . THIS CHANGED SIX YEARS AQO

WHEN MY MOTHER CAME FROM SRI LANKA -To
MONTREAL To WSIT.

Tfo\ol\\’iomllﬂ, Men
and women don't date. Soeven
i€ | was With o Woman, thet
would have been unacceptable,
but the thought of me being with
A MAN WA inconceivable’.




We miss you Too. Your pApa ard | love
You Very mach and we want you to Sette
down, get maried. and give uS gandchilden.
Nelre getting older and s getting
e iarder 0 US to arang e
something . Especially
becanses you nevVesr come

4v visit us. A

THE NEXT MoRNING

Ma, | have o
el Yyou Some,+hih3---

[E4his is dbout the
business you do when
You Hhink | am sleepin
[ don't Want 4o hear
about it

9

Nor do | wanY 46 hear abeut where
You sneak. off 4o at night fo meet
your strange Kriends.. foraet these
eriments!

IT'S TIME To GET MARRIED Now !!
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\10‘4 0«'\0\ | ‘Db’H\ know who {qm.
L don'+ have +o say if..jou Know .
| can't get married +o & woman,
7ou know ..

@

MY MOTHER WAS DEVASTATED. IN SR\
LANKA HOMOSEXUALYTY EXISTS, BUT
TS UNCOMMON To kNOW AN'Y OPENLY
aRY INDIVIDAALS oR CouPlES.

J UL

SHE CRIED, HEADED AND BEGGED fok ME To
SEE SOME SENSE.

AsH, bLease!
Dont do this

There s something )
Yerribly wrong with vou |
What did | do *o malce
ou \ike +his? Disqusting!
You are disqusting .
Nou can be cured . Listen|
YoM mamy anice gir|
|l 70@ this will op o\wjaj.
You can become” norma
DN We. can fix thist
S




‘ Ma
Yoy ﬁrc doing %(gjo
hrt me - You don'

.’ Caremabomg‘ \/oZ\r
T father or |

who [am . \can't

No, this IS

"No one caceS for Us, we
are. alene in thiS world. "

change it
| am Sorfg

Ma, PLEASE Listen
| love...

ENOUGH ' WHY HAVE WE BEEN

CURSED WITH A SoN ;
Like You?!l | kenewW
SENDING Now AWAY |3
WAS A MISTAKE, BT §
YouR FATHER INGISTED.

we dida't talk much for the rest A

of her visit. My mum refuned o Sri

Lanka. omd ‘| confinued o live
my life s | had before.

RFTER. MoNTHS OF SIENCE AND SRI LANK A Ash, Joar ma i very ill and
ANRETURNED PHONE CALLS, MY B Aty
FATHER REACHED ouT TOME . - on
HE SOUNDED 5o MUCH OLDER v jr"”[s,v;’”@ wifl have
THAN | REMEMBERED. 3, o LWVE.
L % ;
oh my Ged !
okay, ['ll come
as S0on as | can.
CANADA
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AS SoON AS | ARRIVED IN SR MY MINT CAME TRoM ENGLAND AND TRIED TTO
LANKA MY FAMILY STARTED HELP ME &ET OUT OF |T. APTERALL - SHE KVEW

o PRESSURE ME ABouT THE “RUTH Agou T WHO | WAS.

MARRIAGE - We have found A nice,
edncated giv) for Agl,

“the boy will marry when
he is ready. Don't Force
him o do this.

You will and you must.
E’\'Ef:jJrWA (s o\fm/\aed :
You must et married to
her now, it is Yyour mefiner's
[ast 43'"\9 wih.

f Ash, this is hers ion'
she beantiCul 7 She's
also vu‘(\) b Ok—(m

MY MSTHER MADE ME PROMISE To MARRY THE qIRC
“THAT THEY HAD <HoSeN-

| have been S\A'@Gf{h\j So
much becaugih& jo\uf chefces.
Bj Marmy i (S gir Yo

will o\&?w%me '\”0%@ remembered

wifiain our Commw\tj without
shame..

]
S
<
S
o

\,: '
%

\
-

)%
o
%

O
B
o

X
SO
e

Pmpa, iolo/\“%’ know...\ o‘ur\“f’
know i€ | can mavry M‘sﬁirl.

o\




“Ho\vimg o wi(e, %mi{;j and resf’mns(ﬂili-}-fes

will £ix You. You have oo many freedoms in

Conadon = you don't fnow whe yon are

anymere . | can die in peace e yon Marry
tnis gicl.

| WAS RIDDEN WITH qUILT AND SHAME.

\ COMLDN'T SAY NO -To HER.. THE

WEDDING Tovk PLACE AND A FEW

DAYS LATER, MY MSTHER PASSED
AWAY IN DUR FAMILY thoME .

| WAS DEVASTATED BY THE MANY LoSseS
| EXPERIENCED ON THIS [RIP HOME.

WHEN MY NEW BRIDE AND [ RETURNED

-To cANADA | TRAED REALLY HARD o MAKE \T

WIRK. | WANTED o BE T™E SoN THAT MY
MITHER. WANTED ME T BE

HOWEVER | APTER K YEAR | CouLDN ‘T HANDLE TWE DECEPTION ANYMORE |
| FELT LonglY | DEPRESSED AND UNHAPPY AL THE TIME.

35



\’eo?\e started o nofice that |
wag withdawn and down. | went
o see my doctor and he
recommended  that | see a
Yherpist. She encouraned me o
Y\ my wile Hhe twth about my

sexual H-J :

 was the hardest
va‘rxj | have ever
done .

MY WIFE WAS DEVASTATED, |
FELT EXTREMELY QUiILTY. we
SEPARNTED SHORTLY “TWEREAFTER -
AND DIVIRCED ONE YEAR LATER.

You RWINED MY
LFEM Ged must
be punishing me'
That 1S why he
married me Yo a

sicke \aer\/ef'{*‘.

TRYING To TLEASE EVERYONE ONLY .SERVED 0 HURT MYSELF . | wAS ScARED

OF- LoSING MY FAMILY, BUT ENDED up ALMOST LoSING My SE
VT WAS THE MoST DIFRCYLT PERIPD oF M

SE OF SELF.
LIFE.
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What's dhe advice You 3ive,
4o others @mir\g forced

N\O\ff‘{mge/?

what helped You

feel beter? e
Frier\o\s‘ My “H\@MP'\S'\’
and Knowing | wasn't
the enly one who hod
been fored info a Marrioge.
It Yook me o long time 4y

heal, but nfter Some +ime
| started 15 fee| lice mycel

N
N &
(==

REACH 6UT TR SUPPORT DON'T Do THIS ALONE. ITHERS HAVE QONE “THRMGH THE
SAME “THING . F You ARE BEINg FORCED INTD A MARRIAGE THERE ARE LoTS OF
ILACES “THAT CAN PROVIDE You WITH SUPRPORT LIKE ONLINE RESOyR(ES,CoUNSELOES,
AND LEGAL CLINICS THAT SPEUALIZE IN DIRCED MARRIAGE ISSUES.

AT,
=P

"ﬁw\k you for sharing, your
Story Agh, 1§ dnere anythin
else you woulq like 4o Smb?

Remember
o your family, bt you are not”

Hheir property . Ukimately yo have
e right +p decide how 4o five
! life .

A\'\\’\of\' jo\r\ are CoN\QC\'Qo\ Q77

8
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